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Journal Description 
The International Journal of Regulatory Science (IJRS) is an online open-access journal intended 
for scholars with an interest in regulatory science. IJRS publishes free of charge, peer-reviewed 
scientific manuscripts, review articles, policy commentary and rapid communications to 
advance the discipline of regulatory science.  
 
IJRS is devoted to the consideration of risk management tools, standards and practices to 
improve the protection and compliance of regulated products.  It is the mission of the 
International Journal of Regulatory Science to facilitate an open dialogue among regulatory 
scientists from the global community. 
 
The scope of the International Journal of Regulatory Science is comprehensive and includes a 
range of articles related to the regulation of food and feed, drugs, transportation, 
communications, the environment, and other related fields.  Topics include: 
 

• Standards, legislation, regulation, and trade agreements; 
• Risk assessment; 
• Control and management; 
• Inspection services; 
• Laboratory research services for monitoring and surveillance; 
• Surveillance and response; and 
• Safety information, education and communication.  

 
Submissions that do not fulfill these requirements should not be considered for review. 

 
 

Publication Process 
The open-access publication process for IJRS is conducted electronically through the Texas 
Digital Library Electronic Journal. Articles submitted to IJRS are pre-reviewed by the editor 
and/or a member of the editorial staff to ensure conformance with basic Journal requirements.  
Papers that meet basic requirements are sent to three IJRS reviewers with expertise in the 
article’s subject matter area.   Upon completion of the review, notification of acceptance or 
rejection, or a request for revision/resubmission is sent to the author. Upon acceptance of an 
article, the copy editor will prepare the paper for final publication and provide an electronic 
copy of the proof in .pdf file format to the author prior to publication in the online or print 
Journal.  Once published, the Editor will notify registered users of availability. 
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Registration as a Reviewer 
All manuscripts are reviewed online and you must be registered as a reviewer.  To register: 

1. Complete the registration form posted at: 
http://journals.tdl.org/intlregsci/index.php/intlregsci/user/register  

2. Select the ‘Reviewer’ checkbox 
3. Identify your reviewing interests 
4. Click ‘Register’ to return to your user home page 

 
Review Steps 
The editor will send the Article Review Request to selected reviewers by email.  The request will 
include an abstract of the submission, a hyperlink to the submission review page and due date.  
IJRS typically expects completion of the review within four weeks. Within the online review 
page, reviewers are directed to: 

1. Accept or decline the review 
2. Consult the Reviewer Guidelines 
3. Download and review the submission files 
4. Declare competing interests 
5. Post your review of the submission 

a. Reviewers are presented with two open text boxes, the first "for author and editor," 
and the second "for editor 

6. Upload any additional files for the editor and/or author 
7. Submit review and one of the following recommendations to the editor: 

a. Accept submission 
b. Revisions required 
c. Resubmit for review 
d. Resubmit elsewhere (article is archived) 
e. Decline submission 
f. Post comments 

Conflict of Interest 
A conflict of interest will not necessarily eliminate you from reviewing an article but reviewers 
are asked to fully disclose any actual or potential conflict of interest that could inappropriately 
influence, or be perceived to influence, the review process. As part of the online review 
process, reviewers are asked to declare any competing interests that may be perceived as a 
conflict of interest in reviewing the manuscript. 

Confidentiality 
Reviewers are asked to protect the confidentiality of the manuscript to ensure that it is not 
disseminated or exploited.  If you wish to discuss the paper with a colleague, please request 
permission of the editor beforehand.  You should not attempt to contact the author. 
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Criteria  for Recommendation 
In your evaluation, please consider the originality of the submission, the article’s format and 
structure (as described in the IJRS Author Guidelines), ethical concerns such as plagiarism or 
fraud, and the following criteria for recommendation: 

Type Description Criteria for Recommendation Length 

Scientific  
Articles 

Presents original work and 
is of a strong 
interdisciplinary interest, 
or unusual interest to the 
specialist 

Evaluate the extent to which 
data and methods substantiate 
the author’s conclusions and 
interpretations.  As appropriate, 
indicate what additional data 
and information are needed to 
validate conclusions or support 
interpretations. 

Up to 
10,000 
words    

Review  
Articles 

Should be broad in scope 
and be of interest to the 
general audience in 
regulatory science 

Evaluate the extent to which the 
data cited or presented justifies 
the author’s conclusions and 
inferences. The review should 
cite relevant work and 
acknowledge 
the work done by others. 

Based on 
editor’s 
instruction 
to the 
author 

Policy 
Commentaries 

Presents an evaluation  
of a regulatory standard, 
impact analysis of a 
regulatory standard, or 
related investigation 

Evaluate to what extent the 
synthesis, arguments, or analysis 
provides insight on a topic 
relevant to policy makers.  
Arguments should flow logically 
and be supported by recent 
literature or data, and represent 
an original synthesis.  

Up to 
7,000 
words 

Rapid 
Communications 

Presents a singular point  
of immediate interest to  
the regulatory community 
in response to a current 
or pending incident that 
may include an inspection 
technique, analytical 
procedure, or implications  
of a policy decision 

Evaluate to what extent the  
data cited or presented supports 
the author’s conclusions and 
interpretations. As appropriate, 
the review should indicate what 
additional data and information 
are needed to validate 
conclusions or support 
interpretations.  

Up to 
3,000 
words 

http://journals.tdl.org/intlregsci
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